Matthew J. Solensky
305 24th Ave NE 
Jamestown, ND 58401

EDUCATION

M.Sc., Biology, 1997, The University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. Eau Claire, WI. 
Thesis Title: Distribution, Productivity, and Nest-Site Habitat of Taiga Merlins (Falco columbarius columbarius) in north central Wisconsin.

B.Sc., Biology, 1993, Northland College, Ashland, WI.


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Biological Science Technician: USGS- Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center. January 2011- Present. Duties: supervised field and lab work for ecological research at Cottonwood Lake Study Area. 

Biological Science Technician: USGS- Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center. September 2009- December 2010. Duties: analyzed video of nesting songbirds.

Biological Science Technician: USGS- Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center. May 2009- August 2009. Duties: lead breeding bird surveys near wind farms, Sharp-tailed grouse lek surveys.

Research Technician: The Ohio State University. March 2005- April 2009. Duties: assist with data collection for numerous entomology studies, tree planting, research plot maintenance, insecticide application, herbicide application, data analysis, report writing. 

Biologist: The Ohio State University. August-December 2004. Duties: conduct surveys for raspberry crown boring moths and grape boring moths in central and southern Ohio, greenhouse maintenance. 

Wildlife Technician: The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. March-July 2004. Duties: conducting surveys for Northern Goshawks at historic breeding areas in northern MN, report writing, and coordinating surveys with state, federal, tribal and private biologists. 

Research Specialist: The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (contract) January-March 2004. Duties: 1) monitor Bald Eagles wintering along the Mississippi River by documenting the numbers and distribution of eagles at winter concentration areas, and 2) determine eagle night roosts for concentration areas within the study area. 

Raptor Specialist: Department of National Defense (Canada) July-August 2003. Duties: coordinate the capture, handling and attachment of satellite tracked radio transmitters to Bald Eagles and Osprey. 

Research Fellow: the Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Conservation Biology at the University of Minnesota. March -July 2003. Duties: developing and conducting survey protocols for northern goshawks at known breeding areas in northern MN, and coordinating surveys with state, federal, tribal and private biologists. 

Raptor Specialist: Department of National Defense (Canada) August 2002. Duties: coordinate the capture, handling and attachment of satellite tracked radio transmitters to Bald Eagles and Osprey. 

Biologist: The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. April – August 2002. Duties: survey randomly selected lakes for the presence of breeding Common Loons, determine the productivity of breeding Common Loons, map shoreline habitat, assist with the capture and blood sampling of adult and juvenile Common Loons.

Assistant Scientist: The Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota. May 1997- February 2002 .

1) Assist with the design and implementation of field research and conservation projects including: 

a) Tracking Osprey, Swainson’s Hawk, Bald Eagle and Broad-winged Hawk migration with satellite telemetry
b) Midwest Peregrine Falcon Restoration
c) Twin Cities Osprey population monitoring
d) Merlin nest site reoccupancy in the Twin Cities and northern Wisconsin
e) Bald Eagle lead exposure
f) Swainson’s Hawk population survey

2) Maintain bird banding database 	

	
Teaching Assistant: University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. January 1995- May 1997. Laboratory Instructor, Animal Biology.

Banding Assistant: Hawk Ridge Banding Station, Duluth, MN. August- November 1994. Primary research duties: capture, band and count raptors during fall migration. Other technical duties: use, maintain and repair bow and mist nets, sex, age and measure raptors. 

Research Specialist: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Ashland, WI.  May- August 1993. Primary research duties: conduct observations on adult and nestling bald eagles and maintain nest surveillance video equipment. Other technical duties: assist with blood collection, banding and measurements of nestlings, data entry of observations and video surveillance, boat and outboard motor use and maintenance. 

Research Intern: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Mercer, WI. May- August 1992.  Primary research duty: map shoreline aquatic substrate and vegetation types of the 14.5 km2 Turtle-Flambeau Flowage, Mercer, WI. Other technical duties: breeding frog and bird surveys, black bear surveys, fyke net and seining survey for bait fish, ruffed grouse surveys, American woodcock surveys, electroshocking, data entry, boat and outboard motor use and maintenance. 	                                                       




PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS

· The Raptor Research Foundation
· The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology
· The Minnesota Ornithologists Union
· The Association of Field Ornithologists


PUBLICATIONS AND REPORTS

Mandernack, B. A., M. J. Solensky, , M.S. Martell, and R. T. Schmitz. 2012. Satellite Tracking of Bald Eagles in the Upper Midwest. J. Rap. Res. 46(3):258-273.

Chubbs, T.E., M.J. Solensky, D.K. Laing, D.M. Bird, and G. Goodyear. 2005. Using a Portable, Anchor-Bolt Ladder to Access Rock-Nesting Osprey. J. Rap. Res. 39(1) 103-106.

Martell, M.S., M.A. Mcmillian, M.J. Solensky, and B.K. Mealey. 2004. Partial migration and wintering use of florida by ospreys. J. Rap. Res. 38(1): 55–61.

Solensky, M.J., 2003. Merlins Nesting in the Twin Cities, 2001 and 2002. 2003. The Loon 75(3) 130-134.

Martell, M.S., C. J. Henny, P. E. Nye, M.J. Solensky. 2001. Fall migration routes, timing, and wintering sites of North American Ospreys as determined by satellite telemetry.  Condor 103 (4) 715-724.

Tordoff, H.B., M.S. Martell, P.T. Redig, and M.J. Solensky.  2001. Midwest Peregrine Falcon Restoration, 2000 Report. The Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota. St. Paul, MN.

Solensky, M.J., 2000. Merlins Nesting in Minneapolis. The Loon 72 (2): 72-75.

Solensky, M.J. 2000. Merlin Nest Site Reoccupancy, 2000 Report. The Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota. St. Paul, MN

Martell, M., M.J. Solensky, and A. Wiegand. 2000 Highway to the Tropics: Osprey Migration, Annual Report-Fall 2000.  The Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota.

Martell, M., M.J. Solensky, A. Wiegand, and B. Mandernack. 2000 Movements of Bald Eagles as determined by satellite telemetry.  Annual Report, August 2000. The Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota.

Tordoff, H.B., M.S. Martell, P.T. Redig, and M.J. Solensky. 2000. Midwest Peregrine Falcon Restoration, 1999 Report. The Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota. St. Paul, MN


PAPERS AND POSTERS PRESENTED

Mandernack, B.A., M.J. Solensky., and M. Martell. Satellite Tracking Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) in the Upper Midwest. Poster Presentation at the Raptor Research Foundation 2005 Annual Meeting, Green Bay, WI. November, 2005.

Solensky, M.J., M.L. Crozier, M. Hamaday, D.E. Andersen, and C. Boal. Determining Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) Breeding Area Occupancy, Nesting Activity, and Reproduction in Northern Minnesota, 2003-2005. Oral Presentation at the Raptor Research Foundation 2005 Annual Meeting, Green Bay, WI. November, 2005. 

Solensky, M.J. Merlins in the Twin Cities. Oral Presentation at the Minnesota Ornithological Union Annual Paper Session, Minneapolis, MN December, 2001.

Martell, M.S., H.B. Tordoff, P.T. Redig, M.J. Solensky.  Restoration of Peregrine Falcon populations in the Midwest, 1982-2000. Oral Presentation at the 62nd Annual Midwest Fish and Wildlife Meeting. Minneapolis, MN December, 2000.   

Martell, M.S., M.J. Solensky, T. Maechtle. Migration of Minnesota Broad-winged Hawks as determined by satellite telemetry.  Oral Presentation at the Minnesota Ornithological Union annual meeting; Minneapolis, MN December, 2000.

Solensky, M.J., M. S. Martell and M. McMillian, Florida Osprey Migration. Oral Presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Raptor Research Foundation. La Paz, Mexico, November 1999.

Martell, M.S., M.J. Solensky, P. Nye, and C. Henny, Wintering Areas of Ospreys Breeding in North America as Determined by Satellite Telemetry.  Oral Presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Raptor Research Foundation. La Paz, Mexico, November 1999.

Solensky, M.J., Merlin Use of Shoreline Habitat for Breeding in North-Central Wisconsin. Oral Presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Raptor Research Foundation. Ogden, Utah, October 1998.

Solensky, M.J., M.S. Martell, S. Willey, and K. Tucker, Swainson’s Hawk Density and Productivity in Minnesota. Oral Presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Raptor Research Foundation. Ogden, Utah, October 1998.

Martell, M.S., S. Wiley, J. Schladweiler, M.J. Solensky. 1998. Swainson’s Hawks Nesting in Minnesota. Oral Presentation at the Midwest Regional Raptor Management and Peregrine Symposium. St. Paul, MN, March 1998.

Solensky, M.J., Distribution and Productivity of Taiga Merlins (Falco columbarius columbarius) in north central Wisconsin. Oral Presentation at the Midwest Regional Raptor Management and Peregrine Symposium, Milwaukee, WI, March 1997.

Solensky, M.J., Distribution, Productivity and Nesting Habitat use by Taiga Merlins (Falco columbarius columbarius) in north central Wisconsin. Poster Presentation at the Zoological Society of Milwaukee County Student Research Day, Milwaukee, WI. 1996.

Solensky, M.J., Status and Productivity of Taiga Merlins (Falco columbarius columbarius) in Northeastern Wisconsin. Oral Presentation at the Midwest Regional Raptor Management and Peregrine Symposium, Milwaukee, WI. 1995.


VOLUNTEER SERVICE

2005             Osprey Capture for Ohio DNR Satellite Telemetry study.

2004             Peregrine Falcon breeding survey and nestling banding (Greenland).
 
2003	White-tailed deer head collection for CWD testing for the MN DNR

2003	Prairie grass seed collection for the MN DNR.

2002	White-tailed deer head collection for CWD testing for the WI DNR

2001, 2002   Merlin banding program for Wild Careers a program through Northland              College for high school students.

2000	Peregrine Falcon banding, South Padre Island, TX.

1998-2000   Minnesota breeding frog survey.

1997           	Stream electroshocking for Coho salmon in Washburn, WI.

1996           	Survey of Bad River Indian Reservation Odanah, WI. for breeding Northern 	goshawks.

1995,96      	Nest searching and monitoring for passerines in Christmas tree plantations 	Prentice, WI. 

1995,96      	Banding assistant for snowy owls Duluth, MN. 

1995,96     	Team member on wildlife survey of Turtle-Flambeau Flowage, Mercer, WI.

1994-96      	Banding assistant for ospreys and bald eagles, Eagle River, WI.

1994           	Banding assistant and migratory bird counter on Outer Island of the Apostle
                  	Islands National Lakeshore for the National Park Service.

1993          	Breeding behavior of Merlins in Ashland, WI and the Chequamegon Bay of      	Lake Superior for Northland College.

1992, 93      	White-tailed deer aging for Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
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