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Biographical Sketch – February 14, 2011
Randy Westbrooks, a native of Gaffney, South Carolina, received B.S. and M.S. degrees in biology from the University of South Carolina in 1976 and 1978.  He received a Ph.D. in botany and weed science from North Carolina State University in 1989.  Since 1979, Dr. Westbrooks has served as an Invasive Species Prevention Specialist with the U.S. Government, in the U.S. Department of Agriculture, as well as the Department of the Interior.  He is currently with the U.S. Geological Survey.

At the national level, Dr. Westbrooks is working with numerous interagency groups to develop new capacity for early detection and rapid response in states and provinces across the U.S. and Canada.  In the U.S., the effort is focused on the establishment of State EDRR Committees to lead the development of state and local elements of the National EDRR System for Invasive Plants. 

This includes State Early Detection and Reporting Networks (trained volunteers and agency field personnel), Regional Invasive Plant Atlases (data archival and analysis, modeled after the Invasive Plant Atlas of New England), State Invasive Species Councils (interagency coordination), and Invasive Plant Task Forces (e.g., the Carolinas Beach Vitex Task Force – for rapid response).  Once a State EDRR Committee is established, development of a State Early Detection and Reporting Network (including environmental professionals) is considered the next critical step - to ensure that suspected new invaders are detected early and reported to appropriate state and federal officials. 
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Education:

B.S.  Biology.  University of South Carolina.  1976.

M.S.  Biology.  University of South Carolina.  1978.  
Ph.D.  Botany/Weed Science.  North Carolina State University.  1989.  

Career Summary.
1978.  Botany Teaching Assistant.  Department of Biology, University of South Carolina.
1978-1979.  Science Teacher (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) - Manning High School, Manning, South Carolina.
1979-1986.  Plant Quarantine Officer - USDA APHIS, Charleston, South Carolina.

1986-1996.  Station Leader and Regulatory Weed Specialist - USDA APHIS PPQ - Whiteville Methods Development Center, Whiteville, North Carolina.

1996-1997.  Special Invasive Species Assistant – Secretary’s Office, U.S. Department of Agriculture.  Washington, D.C.  

1996-2000.  USDA APHIS PPQ - National Weed Program Coordinator.  USDA APHIS.  Whiteville, North Carolina.
1997-2000.  USDA/DOI Invasive Plant Liaison.  Temporary Assignment  - U.S. Geological Survey, Biological Resources Discipline, Whiteville, North Carolina.
2000-2004.  USGS Invasive Plant Coordinator - USGS BRD, Whiteville, North Carolina.
2004-Current.  Invasive Species Prevention Specialist.  USGS National Wetlands Research Center, Whiteville, North Carolina.
Technology Transfer.
400+ Seminars, Workshops, and Lectures.  1980-2011.


Scientific Articles.  
50+ Articles/Book Chapters; 150+ Abstracts
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