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The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) has developed an interactive web site called Science in Your Watershed that can be used to access scientific hydrologic and water resource information organized by 2264 cataloging unit areas in the United States.  Access is provided to the hydrologic cataloging unit area using a user-navigated hierarchical system of mapped watersheds, based on the Water Resources Council hydrologic drainage basin unit (HUC) classification for the United States.  This nested drainage basin classification for all 50 states includes 21 water-resources regions, 221 subregions, 378 accounting units, and 2264 hydrologic cataloging units (i.e., HUC_8).  Interactive maps of the HUC watersheds include state and county boundaries, major cities, HUC names and HUC code numbers, and stream and river names from the enhanced U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) River Reach File (1:500,000 E2RF1). Additional water resource information links are accessible below every 8-digit HUC map accessing the National Water Information System (NWIS) data in the selected HUC watershed.  Web links to other hydrologic information are also provided for the selected watersheds, including surface water, groundwater, water quality, NAWQA water-quality data, water-use data, GIS data sets, WaterWatch, nonindigenous aquatic species (NAS) data, and selected USGS Water Resources Publications. Interagency data links from NOAA’s - National Weather Service-Significant River Flood Outlook and the EPA’s Surf Your Watershed, Impaired Waters, Storet Watershed Stations, environmental sites, and Adopt Your Watershed site can also be accessed for each selected HUC.  This collection of water resource scientific information provides an efficient means to access a comprehensive and consistent set of water-resources information for the United States.  Further information can be found at http://water.usgs.gov/wsc.

