Shawn Alexander Covert

Email:  sacovert@usgs.gov
________________________________________________________________________

Education:  
-Bachelor of Science, Biology and Environmental Studies, February, 1997.


         
 Ohio Northern University, Ada, OH.  (GPA = 3.25)



 215 credit hours (Quarters)


        
-Masters of Environmental Science, Applied Ecology, May, 2000.

                   
 Miami University, Oxford, OH.  (GPA = 3.49)



 44 credit hours (Semesters)

Work Experience:


       Biologist.  United States Geological Survey, 

       6480 Doubletree Ave., Columbus, OH 43229.

       December 1999 – Present.  GS 11/05 ($65,480/yr)
       40 hours/week

       Significant contributions and relevant skills:
· Unique program development ideas.

· Project chief for 6-year GIS-based project (OH Aquatic GAP) focused on modeling animal distributions using environmental data.

· Developed a real-time, online water data map for North Carolina.

· Co-developer of GIS-based, Decision Support System (integrated transportation and watershed management).

· Statistical modeling of aquatic organisms.
· Statistical analysis of biological data.
· Proficient in creating and maintaining complex databases.
· Authored proposals, reports, and fact sheets.
· Extensive GIS experience.
· Took aquatic biological and habitat samples (fish, algae, invertebrates).
· Collateral duty as webmaster (redesigned several programs’ web sites).

· Training in: Multivariate statistics, ORAM wetlands field assessments.

  
       Current work:
· GIS-based, wetland functions assessment

· Helping the NAWQA TANC program plan for the online release of their multi-year findings
· Contributing to an online DSS for Abandoned Mine Lands
· Producing an online report of  Ohio periphyton samples
· Co-authoring a set of factsheets that synthesizes water monitoring efforts in the Maumee watershed. 
· Managing a number of public and internal web sites including the Midwest Area internal site, the Ohio Water Science Center’s public and internal sites, the TANC public site, a beach monitoring site, and the Ohio Microbiology Lab’s public site.
       Other Activities:
· Member of the Water Management Association of Ohio’s conference planning committee
· Member of the Ohio Water Science Center’s outreach team

· Nominated for the USGS Leadership Intensive Class in May 2009.
Skills:



· Enthusiastic to work and learn.
· Good communication/people skills.
· Problem solving techniques.
· Great mathematical and analytical thinking skills
· Software:  Microsoft (Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Access, Frontpage, Publisher),S-Plus Statistical
· Various image manipulation softwares
· ESRI Arc, Arcview GIS, ArcMap
· Extensive Internet search skills
Presentations: 

· 2005.  National Aquatic Gap Analysis Program Meeting. Speaker.

· 2004. 134th Annual American Fisheries Society Meeting.  Poster.
· 2004. 44th Ohio Fish and Wildlife Conference.  Speaker.
· 2003. 13th Annual GIS Conference.  Speaker.
· 2003.  National GAP Meeting in Fort Collins, Colorado.  Speaker.
· 2003. Great Lakes Science Seminar Lecture Series.  Speaker.
Products:

· Covert, S. Alex. In Progress. Ohio periphyton samples collected from large rivers. In Progress. Spatial geodatabase.

· Button, D. and S. Alex. Covert. In Progress. Historical assessment of discharge and water quality activities (in the Maumee watershed). In Progress. Factsheets.
· Covert, S. Alex. and S. P. Kula. 2007. Ohio Aquatic Gap Analysis—An Assessment of the Biodiversity and Conservation Status of Native Aquatic Animal Species. Open-File Report, No. OF 2006–1385, 509p. Publisher: U.S. Geological Survey, Reston, VA, United States.

· Kula, S. P. and S. Alex. Covert. 2005. Stand-alone Decision Support System, GIS Data-CD integrating transportation and watershed planning.

· Covert, S. Alex. and S. P. Kula. 2003. Fish distribution and valley segment type data from Ohio Aquatic Gap Analysis Project (GAP). Open-File Report, No.OF 03-0194. Publisher: U.S. Geological Survey, Reston, VA, United States. ISSN: 0196-1497.
· Covert, S. Alex., Haltuch, M., and T. Wilson. 2002. What is the Ohio Gap Analysis Program (GAP)? Fact Sheet, No.FS 0093-01, 4p. Publisher: U.S. Geological Survey, Reston, VA, United States.
· Stoeckel, D. M. and S. Alex. Covert. 2002. Water Quality in the Mahoning River and Selected Tributaries in Youngstown, Ohio. Water-Resources Investigations, No.WRI 02-4122, 45p. Publisher: U.S. Geological Survey, [Reston, VA], United States. ISSN: 0092-332X.
· Covert, S. Alex. 2001. Comparison of U. S. Geological Survey and Ohio Environmental Protection Agency fish-collection methods using the index of biotic integrity and modified index of well-being, 1996-97. Water-Resources Investigations, No.WRI 00-4255, 17p. Publisher: U.S. Geological Survey, [Reston, VA], United States. ISSN: 0092-332X.
