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The Water Resources NSDI Node is online centralized repository of digital data conforms to the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) xml metadata standards, methods of data acquisition and processing protocols that are required in the FDGC’s Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata (CSDGM). The valid metadata schema on the WRD NSDI Geospatial Node provides an organized structure of categories and essential elements describing the identification, data quality, publishing organization, references, entity and attributes, and distribution methods for each spatial data set. The author has the option of appending additional metadata citations such as an abstract, purpose, supplemental information, graphics, techniques applied in data base development, findings of the investigations, project summaries, themes, keywords, or other citations the author determines are relevant or appropriate to the data set. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The WRD node contains over 748 metadata files referencing over 3325 downloadable geospatial data sets in compressed formats. After a dataset is downloaded to a user’s computer, these accessible geospatial can be readily displayed by Geographic Information Systems (GIS). The WRD (NSDI) Node utilizes online Web Accessible Folder (WAF) technology to archive and list GIS data sets. The published catalog of data holdings on the WRD NSDI Geospatial Node is centralized in a repository on the USGS water server, where it’s metadata are harvested by Geospatial One-Stop (http://gos2.geodata.gov/wps/portal/gos) through their textual and spatial schema, which also creates a geographical footprint or geographic outline for each data set allowing the files to be cited, searched, retrieved and downloaded. 
GeoPortals allow geospatial information to be accessed through indexes or catalogs, and further help other agencies from wasting their GIS resources by reducing overhead costs from duplicating existing data efforts. With the increase of data availability, the benefits of utilizing past and present data will help foster partnerships within nations, states, counties, and agencies. To prepare the WRD NSDI Node for the International Organization for Standards metadata standard (ISO 19115) a new set of core metadata elements need to be populated for each metadata set. These mandatory elements of the ISO core metadata standard require additional information that cannot be directly captured from the data. Therefore, the core elements must be mapped to existing CSDGM metadata elements and appended into the metadata using some form of a data integrated metadata tool. Spatial data sets are available on the WRD NSID Geospatial Node at http://water.usgs.gov/lookup/getgislist.
